On investigation, the most prevalent causes were found to be economic, temperamental, disciplinary, slow mental growth, physical defects, and general illness. Those tabulated under general illness were only about one per cent. Frequently these children are very bright, but their continual absence from school duties prevents them from making that seventy per cent which stares them in the face in every subject. Hence on account of the disorganized knowledge these children have, they become retarded, but they are not defective.
If children were passed on their ability to make a conscious connection between the work of their present grade and the work of the grade to which they should be advanced, it would decrease retardation, and be a fairer passing test than the seventy per cent.
The physically defective children found in the Retarded School, are those with poor eyesight, defective hearing, adenoids, bad tonsils, and the hundred and one ills attributed to childhood. But when these physical defects are corrected so that the mind can function without any outcry from the physical body, these children recuperate mentally and often make greater progress than the so-called normal children in the regular grades. Going back to his desk I found him engaged on a cartoon. The spirit of genius was crowding him and he had no time for my petty subjects. At times, we didn't speak for days, but at the end of the period a cartoon was sold, and perhaps it was found on the front page of the paper. Then we were all happy.
In addition to his ability as a cartoonist, this boy has marked talent along literary lines. He has written several short stories of merit as well as two or three poems that have been published.
He never took the Binet-Simon tests, but he was considered somewhat defective, chiefly from a moral view point. I made a record of all his moral moods where real conscience was involved, and found he had the keenest sense of justice, as well as cleaner morals than most boys of his age. It is decidedly worth while to give special attention to children of this type. They are the ones that adorn our civilization; they produce food for our emotional nature, and spin the threads that bind together the finer fibers of life.
The children who are in the Retarded School for discipline are those who have no liking for a classical education, or rather for school books. They come to school year after year resenting most of the subjects in the school curriculum. They are nagged at and punished at school by the teacher and the principal, and sometimes by the truant officer, until in self-defense these children become almost fiendish in trying to preserve their natural impulses. As a last resort they are dumped on the Retarded School. Usually they have worked fairly well until they have reached the fifth or sixth grades, then they begin to resent everything in the school system. Right here some sort of industrial education should be presented to them because they are eager for the industrial side of life. Most of the boys are truants but they are bright. They can give a teacher more practical information than she can give out to them. They like lots of arithmetic and sloyd. They prefer to read about current events, mechanics, and all sorts of industrial matters rather than in the school reader.
They want to be in partnership with the teacher instead of being subordinate. These boys are optimistic and versatile. They work in gangs and are usually loyal and honest. If we could look beyond the pale of the school system we would see in these young people the captains of industry, the leaders and managers of great commercial enterprises.
Girls of this type like sewing and cooking; they like to make beautiful, things for the home and are invariably fond of little children. They are very neat and spend much time on their personal appearance. After finishing the eighth grade they usually marry in a year or so, and our observation has been that they make good wives.
There is something to be said in favor of these children who vibrate along the industrial wire. All we need is to take an outlook on life and we shall find that at least 85 per cent of the human race are engaged in productive labor. Is it not right then that many of our children should be eager for the industrial side of life? Instead of attaching to them that word "defective," which has been so freely misused for the past few years, let us set our children to the tasks which are to their liking, and so turn their activities into creative channels, instead of allowing them to be wasted in concentrated crime.
Progress can do nothing better than make the most out of all of us as we are, therefore our aim should be to prepare the children for whatever work life brings them, and for whatever they are capable of doing. We must never forget that future history plays at our feet, and if we hope to perpetuate any lofty ideals in the race, we must do it through the children, by educating them as ndividuals along their God-given impulses.
